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How it works 

The test is quick and easy. It only needs the PCR machine used in Covid testing and a 

technician to operate it. 

A tiny sample (the size of half-a-grain of rice) is taken from the suspicious area in the 

patient's mouth and the test only takes 90 minutes after reaching the technician - 

similar to a Covid PCR test. 

Until now there hasn't been a perfect way to identify the lesions likely to develop into 

cancer. There is a grading system which highly skilled consultant oral pathologists 

use to assess the tissue samples through a microscope. 

However, this grading system does not always accurately predict or capture the 

lesions that will or have become cancerous. 

This is because early changes - from premalignant to cancerous - are happening at a 

genetic and chemical level, which can't be picked up by a microscope. 

Premalignancies usually occur at a single location but can also affect the whole 

mouth. This can make it difficult for a clinician to decide where to take samples. 

In these cases, the surgeon may need to do multiple biopsies. Even then, they may 

not capture the area that will become cancerous. 








