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Mazesda was Barn with a tumaour on
the right side of her face. The pre-
operation portrast of this ittle ginl
revaals a huge swalling on her chaek,
which in tum, pulls the right eyelid
down. It is a hamowing image and, lika
he rest of tha works in the axhiition,
it's an image that stays with you.

Intil recently, thare was no chanty
devoted to research inta facial
daeases. But last year, lain Hutchison,
a consultant in Cral and Maxdlicfacial
Surgery al St Bartholomew's and
Fayal London Hospital set up the
Saving Faces Project, tha first national
charity to camry out resaarch into the
prevention and treatmant of oral and
facial dizeases and nures. Togethar
with this touring exhibition of paintings
by Glasgow parirait painter Mark

Gilbart, who was residant in the unit for
over a year, the prodact raises much
neadad awareness of these issues.

From victims of cancer of tha mauth
to victims of assault, Mark Gilbert
visually recorded the patients before,
during and after facial reconstruction.
Evary detall is registerad in paint,
however gruesoma, The image of the
shirny surgical instrumants pesling back
tha skin from tha face is brutally
reafistic. Pra and post-op poriraits of a
wictim attacked by youths using
basaball bats juxtaposes 4 sevanshy
bruisad and fraciured face - mouth
bandagad and ayes closad - with a
face returned to 'nomality”.

If wa were locking at photographs,
the impact would have beer far less.
Gilbert clearly communicatas with his
sittars, partraying not only the physical
attributes but their emotional resoonse
as they adjust to thalr raw
appearsnca. He shows that there 5 a

Mazeeda (pre-op) 1999

human face behind the disBigurement.
And while the images in this axhibition
may disturb, upsat or even nauseate,
Gilbart’s ability 1o captura the courage
and strength of the human spirlt is
bath moving and Incraditly powartul
[Heien Monaghan)



