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Traumnatic: Hervy E (Pre-op) and Henvy De Lothiniers, two of the subjects of Mark Gilbert's exhibition that raises funds for the Saving Faces charity

Patients a virtue
for charlty show

EXHIBITION REVIEW
B Shante. 19 -S0008 Wi

include The Passion with an
ecstatic coach and The Game
Plan with Sven Goran Eriksson
addressing a concermed-looking
squad. For the feei-good factor
there is The Role Model,
Becikcham with a group of
adoring kids, appropriate here
as all proceeds from the sale of
pictures will go to Francis House
Children's Hospice (supported
by David and Victoria Beckham)
with a limited number signed

by Becks. Rich Jewons
Unéf Ad 1, Brahm Galery,

Hrafvn Busdding, Sa Aima Roed,
Heasgingioy, Leects, Mon o Fri
5.30am o 50m, ea

Tat 0113 230 4000

Chins Paviou posed for his first portrait
while he was unconscious in inlensive
care, with his skull caved in and an
anaesthetic tube in his mouth.

For most people, this would not be
their most alluring moment, yet
Paviou has the full-size image dis-
played proudly om his living room
wiall. It is, he says, a reminder of the
lowest moment in his life when he
was attacked by a gang of thugs with
a baseball bat

For artist Mark Gilber, the picce was
one of 56 works created over a year-
long residency at St Barntholomew's
and Royal London Hospitals, Invited
by leading surgeon lain Hutchison 1o
help launch his charity, Saving Faces,
which raises funds for the prevention
and trestment of oral and facial dis-
eases, 3l-year-old Gilbert spent his
time working with patients in the oral
and maxillofacial department

‘lain wanied the paintings 10 show
facial disfigurement in a positive light,”
explains Gilbent. "He also had this
ochulous idea that it would have a
therapeutic effect on the patients.”

The disfigurements Gilbert was 10
encounter included cancer, genetic
deformity, injury from car crashes,
shotgun wounds and assaults.

‘I've had models in tcars because
I've offended them with my work,’
says Gilbert, a portrait panter since
his gradustion a decade ago from the
Glasgow School OF An. "Normally,
| would insulste mysell from that
and carry on regardless. Here, | was
actively secking the patients” opinions
I Bad 10 be sure from the beginning that

Mark Gilbert's Sa'mng Faces
heips in more ways than one

they were confident with the project.
Their confidence gave me confidence.”

Admutting that it ook "a year for
him to feel convinced that the work
was going 0 have a positive oulcome,
Gilbert became a confidant for many
of the people he was working with.

‘[ was accessing some of the most
traumatic moments of these people’s
lives," he explains. “They were telling
me things they hadn't told anyone
else. Through my painting, they were
gelting more and more knowledge of
the reatment.”

| had to be sure from
the beginning that
they were confident
with the project

This extra information included
close-ups from the operating theatre
where, gowned up, Gilbert would be
allowed in 1o shoot off a full roll of
film while surgery was in progress
“They wanted 10 see what they looked
like, it was pant of the coping mech-
anism,’ says the artist. *| thought | was
squeamish, but when | pot in there |
just thought it was fantastic.’

It also gave him the opporunity o
meet some incredible personalities:
barrister Henry De Lotbiniere has had
|5 operations in |3 years 1o stop the

spread of cancer which has cost him
an eye and all of the bones on the left
side of his head.

‘Henry was the first person | met,
and he was quite badly deformed, but
within five minutes you forgol what
he looked like,” recalls Gilbert. “He
would come op w0 sit for me in his
gown and wig every moming before
going o chambers. He'd have » joke
about the fact that he always wanied to
be James Bond, but it was always the
baddies that had facial disfigurements.”

Many of the patients were better able
o cope with what was put down on
canvas than what appeared in the
mirror. ‘It was someone else's opinion
of them and a confirmation of what
they really lwim.l like, rather than a
mirror image.”

With psychologist Paul Farrant eval-
uating the effect of the pictures on
the patients, it was discovered that
Gilbent's way of representing the
subjects - at home with family mem-
bers or wearing familiar clothes - was
helping them o view themselves as
a whole person rather than just
focusing on the face.

‘A huge part of the process was
seeing the effect of these pictures being
shown around the world,” says Gilbert
‘Most patients felt that the more
people who got 10 see them, the better.
These people are nol, i any way,
shrinking violets!” Karen Joyner
Thu until Aug 4, Leads City At Gallery,
The Headrow, Leeds, Mon fo Saf
10mm to S5om, Wied 10am lo Bom, Sun
lom to Som, free. Tt 0713 247 8248
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| Got Rhythm

Gershwin's melodies are
brought to life in song and
dance in the latest production
[above) from Morthern Ballet
Theatre's David Mixon

Tonight until Sat, 46 New Brigoate,
Leads, 7.30pm, mats Thi 2pm
and Sat 2.30pm, £11 10 £27,
conc avallable. Tel: 0113 222 6222

Tonight until Sat, Alhambra Theatre,
Moriey Street, Bradiord, tonight to
Thu and Sat 7.30pm, Fri 5.30pm
and B.45pm, mals lomomow 2pm
and Sat 2.30pm, D5.50 to £20.50,
conc avalable. Tel: 01274 752000

GIG
The Shining

Releasing their first post-Verve
album, | Wonder How, yesterday,
Simon Jonas and Simon Tong
have more than proved that
Richard Ashcroft wasn't the
band's only talent
Tanight, The MNew Adelphi Club,

89 De Grey Street, Hull, Bpm, £6,
£5 conc, Tel: 01482 348216

BOOKING NOW

Levellers

{right) are
back with a
naw album,
Green Blade
Rising, due out in September,
and a national tour peddling
their subversive folk-punk
MNov 15, Sheffield Uiniversity
Students' Linion, Westarm Bank,
Sheffield, 7,30pm, E£15.

Tel: 0114 222 B77T

Prague Philharmonia

The Crech orchestra's debut
Harrogate International Festival
which includes
work by Suk and Mozart,
features planist Mikhail Rudy
Jul 18, Royal Hall, Ripon Road,
Harrogate, Bpm, £12.50 1o £25,
conc avalable. Tek 01423 537230
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